
Camping Tips

Holding Tank Treatment
Mix 48 oz. Pine Sol liquid in 1 gallon jug with water and shake up. Don’t fill jug to top.

Add ½ cup of Calgon Bath Beads to mixture, fill with water leaving room to shake up mixture.

Make sure water and Pine Sol are mixed before adding Calgon Bath Beads because adding
Calgon Bath Beads to pure Pine Sol will cause chemical reaction, such as strong vapors.

Pour 4 oz. of mixture in each sink and shower/bath.

Pour 8 oz. of mixture in toilet, 12 oz. during really hot weather.

This mixture controls odors and treats holding tanks better than other chemicals by breaking
down waste and helps to keep sensors clean. Also, it is better for the environment.

Use single ply toilet paper instead of 2 ply because single ply floats while 2 ply sinks. Floating
material will discharge better than sinking material.

Top off tanks before discharging, either full or ¾ full. Most people do not use enough water to get
a good flow while discharging black water.

Use soft soap liquid in your RV. Do not use bar soap in your RV as it has a hardener in it and will
solidify again and leave buildup on your sensors and tank walls.

Flush out your hot water heater at least 2 times a year to remove calcium buildup from the tank. A
plastic wand with the tip turned up connected to a water hose will flush out the tank and can be
purchased at Camping World and also at Wal-Mart. Turn off the propane and/or the electric
switch, remove the plug and open the pressure valve before flushing, insert the wand into the tank
and flush until all calcium is flushed out and the water runs clear.

*** These tips came from one of the FCRV commercial vendors at the 2011 National Retirees
Rally in Canton Texas whose business is cleaning out holding tanks. He said using the mixture
mentioned above will eliminate holding tank cleaning problems.

Winterizing your RV. 
First, empty and flush out your holding tanks. This process is expected to protect your water lines and 
appliances from freezing and then bursting during winter months. Drain your fresh water tank and your 
water heater (leave the drain plug out of your water heater until spring). Your water heater will drain a 
little faster if you open a couple of hot water taps in your unit! Do NOT open the safety valve on your 
water heater because it might not seat properly again. This will cost you when you need to replace it in 
the spring!
By-pass your water heater either by purchasing a water heater by-pass kit which costs about $30.00 or 
by removing the two water lines on the back of the water heater and joining them together with a 
temporary by-pass.

Blow your water lines out with air pressure (don't exceed more than 40-50 psi) you would do this with 



a blow-out plug. Buy a small air compressor or use gas stations air compressor used for filling tires. 
One person should hold the air hose on the blow-out plug which you have screwed onto your city water 
connection while one person opens the faucets, hot and cold, plus toilet flush, one at a time, until no 
water comes out.

Put 2-3 gallons of non toxic antifreeze (pink color NEVER green) through your RV plumbing system. 
Disconnect the water line from your fresh water tank at the pump side and use a separate suction line 
sold by some rv parts departments, or a pump winterizing kit consisting of a brass three way valve and 
suction line which stays attached to your pump permanently. Put the suction hose in the jug of 
antifreeze making sure it goes all the way to the bottom of the jug, with faucets turned completely off 
and your water heater by-passed, turn on your water pump. Open the faucet farthest from the pump. 
Wait until you see the antifreeze come out at a steady flow, turn off that faucet and do the next one, 
until you have done them all. Make sure to flush the toilet until it comes out steady. If your unit has an 
outside shower run the anti freeze there too.

Now pour a cup of antifreeze down each sink drain and bathtub shower drain to ensure your p-traps 
don't freeze. Turn the water pump off. Open all your faucets and toilet valve by sticking something in 
the hole.

Batteries - remove your batteries for winter rv storage by disconnecting the cables and removing the 
battery altogether. Store battery in a warmer part of your house but not inside where people sleep. If 
you are leaving them in the RV connect a smart battery charger to them and leave connected to shore 
power.

Moisture Control - I do not recommended covering your RV in the winter months stored outside. 
Using tarp's to cover it may keep water and snow off, but moisture will still get underneath. Worse, 
moisture under the tarp will be trapped, unable to evaporate. The result is mold or mildew. If you do 
cover the unit, use something that is breathable when winterizing your rv.

One way to control moisture inside the rv when stored is to place something inside that will absorb the 
moisture like a chemical absorbent. Most come in a plastic container, and you simply open it and set it 
inside the camper. It will work similar to silica gel, and absorb the moisture from the air. The plastic 
container keeps any moisture from draining onto the floor, or the product from causing any stains. Most 
moisture removers are made from Calcium Chloride, the same stuff you melt ice off from a sidewalk 
with. 
 
Tires & Suspension - some people jack up their RV's and set them up on blocks or stands, others take 
the tires off and store them in the garage. Neither of these steps is really necessary. Tires will dry rot 
regardless of where they are. 

Control Rodent, critters, pests and bugs - Mice start looking for a nice winter home about the same 
time you're putting the RV up for the winter. Your RV is a perfect place for them, dry, wind proof, off 
the ground, deserted, and possibly even heated. These furry little creatures are highly destructive too, 
they will chew cloth such as curtains or furniture, wiring and electronic equipment.

First rule of thumb is to NOT leave anything edible in the coach. No dry goods, wrapped stuff, 
packaged stuff, anything. Secondly, leave bug poison on the floors and in the cabinets for insect 
control. Thirdly, you need to close exterior holes.  
Mice are relatively small to begin with, and they only need a tiny opening to get into the RV. The 



underside of an RV has a few holes that will allow them through. The only way to find them, is to get 
underneath of it, and look for them. You'll have to really scrutinize the underside of the rig. If you find 
any opening underneath the rig that you can fit your baby finger into, then you need to close that 
opening. Some people recommend stuffing it with aluminum or brass wool, it won't rust like steel wool 
does. Having a can of spray of expanding insulation works well too, though it can be messy if you get it 
on you. Hope this helps in making plans to winterize your RV. Author Unknown


